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Welcome to First Church ð Lincoln 

 
First, we extend a heartfelt welcome to you. 

First Church is comprised of the most amazing people I have ever been a part ofðpeople with deep 
passion for making the world a better place and for growing in awareness of Godôs involvement in our 
lives. 

There will be lots of ways to put your faith into action in this church family.  The entire staff  and I 
are glad to help you get connected.  We pray this booklet will help you to know us better and discover 
some of the opportunities to join with  us as we serve God through the various ministries of First 
Church. 

After talking humorously about how the eye does not say to the hand, ñI have no need of you,ò Paul 
points out how connected with each other we, as members of Christôs Body (the Church) are.  He 
points out how we need each other, how we complement each other, and how we strengthen each 
other even though we have different views, different functions and different interests.  ñNow you are 
the Body of Christ and individually members of it,ò he says.  (I Corinthians 12:27) 

Godôs richest blessings are yours. 

 

In Godôs Peace, Love, and Light, 

 

 

The Rev. Larry Moffet, Senior Pastor  

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - Statement of Purpose (Rev. 1985) 
With Godõs grace, First United Methodist Church strives to be a growing, inclusive community of faith, 
working together, sharing Jesusõ love, and using our gifts to build and nurture a spiritual community.  
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2014 SPECIAL EVENT 

Coming Closer to God ð Prayer Retreat 

Saturday, March 15, 2014 ï 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Workshops, Morning Prayer, Southern -style lunch 

 

   

Workshops include: 

The history of the Divine Office, St. Benedict, & Lectio Divina 
-Brent Shaw, Minister of Music and Evangelism, First Church - Lincoln  

Prayer, a personal journey 
-Rev. Sondra Atkins, Minister to the Homebound, First Church - Lincoln  

Personal/communal liturgy and the discipline of journaling 
-Rev. Ruth Tomlinson, retired priest of the Nebraska Episcopal Diocese 

Morning Prayer service and Southern style lunch 
-cooked by Jeremy Hickenbottom and Brent Shaw 

Lunch is Free.  Please register by March 10, so we know how many to plan for lunch . 
 
 
 

2014 SPECIAL EVENT 

Workshop: John Philip Newell, author 

March 30, 2014 - 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
First United Methodist Church ï 2014 Interfaith Peacemaking Coalition Workshop 

 
John Philip Newell is a poet, peacemaker, minister, scholar, and author, 

internationally acclaimed for his work in the field of Celtic spirituality.  He is the 
author of bestselling book, ñChrist and Celtic Spirituality.ò 

Newell, an ordained Church of Scotland minister, has served as Ecumenical 
Chaplain to McMaster University (1982ï88), Warden of  Iona Abbey in Scotland 
(1988ï92), Assistant Minister at  St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh (1992ï95), Warden 
of Spirituality for the  Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth in England (1995ï2000), 
Scholar in Spirituality at St Giles Cathedral (2000 ï02), as well as the honorary 
positions of Writer Theologian for the  Cathedral of the Isles in Scotland (2003ï05), 
and Companion Theologian for Casa del Sol in New Mexico, USA (2006 ï Present). 

In 2011 Newell launched the Praying for Peace Initiative in New Mexico to 
nurture greater relationship s between Judaism, Christianity and  Islam, and in the same year co-founded Salva 
Terra: A Vision Towards Earthôs Healing www.salvaterravision.org .  In November 2011 he was honored with 
the first ever Contemplative Voices Award by the Shalem Institute in Washington, DC, in recognition of his 
service to spirituality and peacemaking.  

http://www.salvaterravision.org/
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2014 SPECIAL EVENT 

Spring Confirmation 2014 - Growing in Faith 

   

Classes are offered Sunday evenings from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m. 
for youth, college age, and post-college/professionals. 

Begins  February 9 ,, 2014  

Week 1- If God is All -Loving and All -Powerful, why is there evil? -Genesis 1 

Week 2- Who is Jesus and what does it mean to follow Him? -Romans 8 

Week 3- Is there a hell?  Is there a heaven? 
Why are Christians often viewed as judgmental? -Matthew 5-6 

Week 4- Can God and Science be friends? -II Corinthians 4  

Week 5- How does prayer really work/what is the meaning of baptism? -Romans 8 

Week 6- How can I know what to do with my life?  -II Corinthians 5  

Week 7- What is the Church and why should I be a part of it? -Ephesians 3 

Week 8- What does Communion mean? -Luke 24 

Week 9- Can my serving really change the world? -James 1 

Contact the church office at 402-466-1906 if you are interested in attending  one of these classes 
and whether you are interested in the youth, college -age, or post-college/professional class. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism or Renewal of Baptism Vows ï First Sunday of Lent 

 

Confirmation and Celebration ï Sunday after Easter 
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Introduction to First Church 

Here at First United Methodist Church we invite you, family, and friends to join this growing, passionate, 
friendly community of faith , rooted in the rituals and traditions of the church that embrace the old and 
encounter the new. We are a home of loving people, celebrating the gospel of Jesus Christ as an inclusive 
community of faith and action.  
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

¶ Sunday 8:30 a.m.  
o Traditional, casual communion service in 

the smaller West Vestry room with cantors 
or chorale and piano. 
 

¶ Sunday 10:45 a.m.  
o Traditional -Hybrid Liturgical Worship in 

the Sanctuary.  This service features our 
choir, organ, instrumentalists, and great 
hymns of faith as well as songs of praise.  
Chants, creeds, and processions with 
crosses and candles are also a part of this 
worship. 
 

¶ Sunday 6:00 p.m.  
o Casual evening candlelight worship in the sanctuary with piano or guitar and a worship leader.  

Dinner is offered afterward.  

Child care is available  from 8:15 a.m. to 12 noon, Sunday mornings. 6:00  to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 
evenings in our professionally-staffed nursery. 
 

GET INVOLVED IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 

¶ Readers (Lectors)  - All are welcome to read the assigned 
scripture passages for each of the worship services on Sundays.  If 
you are interested, contact Laura Sheldon in the Church office-
402-466-1906. 

¶ Acolytes and Crucifers  - Jack Chapin-acolyte coordinator  
o Acolytes light the candles in the Sunday morning procession 

at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
o Crucifers  process in with the cross symbolizing Christ 

leading us into worship.  
Contact Brent Shaw or Jay Stewart at the church office, 402-466-1906 if 
interested. 

¶ Ushers and Greeters  - Ushers and greeters serve at all Sunday 
services.  They help direct people to available seating and 
bathrooms. They can assist with how to receive communion, 
distribution of  bulletins, and collection of  the offering. If 
interested you can call the church office or talk to Eric 
Rasmussen, usher chair for 8:30 a.m. worship or Mike 
Sterns-usher chair for 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Altar Guild  - The altar guild  would be responsible for: 
o Preparing the altar for worship services 
o Decorating the church at Christmas and Easter 
o Assisting with funerals, weddings, baptisms, and 

confirmations.  
o If interested, contact Brent Shaw in the church office at 402-466-1906 or brent@firstumclincoln.org  

mailto:brent@firstumclincoln.org
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CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 

Childrenôs Worship Bags are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

Childrenôs Church occurs during the sermon at the 10:45 a.m. worship.  

Jesus said to them, ñLet the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.ïMark 
10:14 

Childrenôs Ministry Mission Statement  

We will make discipl es of all people beginning with  the children in our 
community.   We will lay down a spiritual foun dation so that in Godôs 
timing,  a child will be led into a  personal, growing relationship  with 
God through Jesus Christ in keeping with our baptismal covenant. 

Sunday morning Sunday school  ï classes for all ages from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

¶ Teachers are: Abriel Schlange, Missy Leypoldt, Kathy Cummins, Kayla Houck, Brent Shaw, and Jay 
Stewart. 

Wednesday Evening Treblemakers  

¶ 6:00  to 7:00  p.m. in the church library ï teachers include Brent Shaw, Sara Bankson, Kayla Houck, and 
Laura Tinnerset 

Fam ily Festival  ï the church has a family festival in the church parking lot in the spring and in the fall with 
our clown group, with church member Donna L utes Chapin playing the calliope. 

Vacation Bible School  is usually the first week of August.  Children potty trained through 4 th grade invited. 

Parentôs Night Out and 2nd  Sunday F am ily Time  
Usually on the 2nd Friday of the month from  6:00  to 

8:30  p.m. parents/ guardians are invited to bring children 
to the church for a time of fun, games, food, and a Bible 
study with Jay, Brent and other adult sponsors while you 
have a date night, go shopping, or just spend some 
needed time alone!  One of our kids has nicknamed this 
ñno adults allowed for fun.ò  Contact Jay Stewart in the 
Church office with questions.  

On the 2nd Sunday of the month after the morning 
worship services, some sort of family activity (such as 
decorating cookies, a family movie, game time, etc.) is 
usually offered. 
 
 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

Sunday Mornings from 9: 30  to 10:30 a .m . 

¶ Open Table Sunday School Class 

¶ Corinthians Class 

¶ Cross Talk Class 

Wednesday Evenings  

¶ Pastorôs Class/Open Table 
Takes place from 6:00  to 7:00  p.m. in E102 upstairs 
next to the Church library.  This Bible study often 
focuses on the lectionary passages for the week but 
also includes topics pertinent to parents of children  
ages elementary through high school . 
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¶ Companions in Christ Small Groups  ïThis is an intensive, meditative small group  with a 28-week 
commitment period.  Contact the Church office for more information.  The curriculum focuses on 
spiritual formation  and the class starts each September and concluding early April.  The study is open to 
all.  Registration begins the last Sunday in Lent.  After the initial study, Companions may decide to 
continue together selecting from among short-term studies on topics such as discernment, forgiveness, 
prayer, and grace.  Contact: Margrethe Ahlschwede, 402-261-6407; Terri Store, 402-742-7387; Carol 
King, 402-483-1848 or Liz Zeff, 402-309-5618. 

College and Young Adult Ministries:  

¶ First Church has a variety of ministries and ways to connect with the congregation.  College Students 
are full participant s in the life or our congregation.  University organizations use our building for 
meetings spaces and special events, including NWU international studentôs organizations annual meals. 

¶ First Church maintains an active connection  and special relationship with University Ministries at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University.  Rev. Eduardo Boussan serves as University Minister and often 
preaches Sunday evenings.  Sunday evening worship often features student speakers and the dinner 
following provides a time for fellow ship. 

¶ A class for post-college/professionals, a class for college age, and a class for youth will be made 
available for confirmation in spring 2014 beginning February 9. 
 

Other Small Group Opportunities:  

¶ Mission Trips  ï organized annually. 
 

¶ Books and Bant er  ï Thursday mornings.  Contact Carol King for information.  
 

¶ Menôs Golf League  ï Contact Milt Schmidt  for 
information  at 402-489-7903. 
 

¶ Lenten and Advent Classes  ï These short term small 
groups or classes are offered annually during the seasons 
before Christmas and Easter. 
 

¶ United Methodist Women Circles  ï there are various 
circles with different mission focuses.  Contact the Church 
office to find out more.  
 

¶ Fabulous Finds Thrift Store (Missions Fundraising)  
located at 2702 N 49th Street ï Contact Connie Geist ï 402-
489-1300.  
 

¶ First Church Quilts ï A group of individuals in the congregation who enjoy getting together and 
quilting.  Contact Judy Lane at 402-466-4541, Margret Dougherty at 402 -464-5045, or Lois Wilson at 
402-328-8185 with questions.  This past summer, Vacation Bible school children were able to complete 
quilt blocks and assemble quilts with the help of the members of First Church Quilts. 
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United Methodist Women (UMW)  

 
 
UMW Purpose Statement  
The organized unit of United Methodist  Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is 
to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries  of the church. 
 

 
2014 UMW Chair  - Ad Morrissey, 402-483-6889 

CIRCLES  -  

Deborah Circle  ï meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 9:30 a.m. from February through May and 
August through December at First Church in Munden Parlor . 

Lydia Circle  ï meets on a Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. from February through May and August 
through December at First Church in Munden Parlor.  

Rachel Circle  ï meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. from February through May and 
August through December at 1:00 p.m. from September through May in homes. 

Ruth Circle  ï meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. from September through May at First 
church in Munden Parlor.  

Sarah Fellowship  ï meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. from January through 
December at First Church in Munden Parlor . 

Sunrise Circle  ï meets 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. from January through December at 
Northside Café, 48th & St. Paul. Streets. 

Susanna Circle  ï meets the 2nd Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. from January through June and September 
through December at First Church in Munden Parlor.  

Reading Group  ï meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. from January through December at First Church 
in Munden Parlor.  

Please call the Church office (402-466-1906) for additional UMW 
information.  

For UMW membership informati on, 
you may call  Donna Chapin at 402 -464-5089. 

The following event is held each year by UMW -  

Holiday Happenings for Missions  
Saturday, December 7, 2013, 9:00 a.m.ð3:00 p.m.  

First Church ï Fellowship Hall  
 

Delicious Homemade Cookies 
Bake and Craft Sale Å Silent Auction Å Vendors 

Fair Trade Products 
LunchðSoup, Sloppy Joes, Relishes and Pies 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

Wednesday Youth Group  
ñDifference-Makersò 

Youth Group is every Wednesday from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  At youth group we have fellowship 
moments (Game/Faith activi ties and Dinner), 
Worship, and small group time .  During small 
groups we separate Middle School students (5th-8th) 
from Senior High students (9 th-12th) so we can 
better speak to the things that are happening in the 
respected stages of adolescents. 

Also, we believe whole-heartedly that learning 
about the Christian faith should not be boring for 

following Jesus is the greatest adventure one will ever partake in.  Consequently, ñfaith-activitiesò are designed 
to give Students an exciting first-hand experience of the Christian faith.  For example, previous ñfaith-
activitiesò have included blindfolded obstacle courses and table trust . 

First -hand experiences of the faith are crucial for they allow students to begin to ñownò their faith in their day -
to-day activities. 

People ôs City Mission  

The first Sunday of every month we serve others meals at the Peopleôs City Mission Soup Kitchen.  This mission 
opportunity is usually from 4:00  to 8:00 p .m.  After serving at the Peopleôs City Mission we have a time in 
which we reflect upon our experience at the Mission and discuss how our experiences relate to the Christian 
Faith. 

Third Sunday Fellowship  

On the third Sunday of every month we have Sunday Fellowship during wh ich we do the following activities 
depending upon the Season: Sledding, Ice Skating, Laser tag, Hide-N-Seek, Bowling, Extreme Sport, and a Day 
at the Park etc.  This is a great time for Students to connect with other Students and also a great time for 
Students to connect with the Youth Sponsors. 

Middle School Students gather together from 1:30 to 3:00 p .m. and Senior High Students gather together from 
3:30 to 5:00 p .m. 

Open Gym  
ñGame Changersò 

On most Sundayôs (with the exception of the third Sunday of the month) from 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m., we have ñopen gymò in which youth and adults come to the Church to 
play basketball, volleyball, whiffle ball , etc. in the gym.  Gym time also happens 
during Wednesday night youth.  

Journey2Journey  

ñJourney2Journeyò is a newly forming ministry time in which a youth and a youth sponsor gather together at 
the Church to have faith and fellowship moments and to discuss things that may be happening in the youthôs 
life.  The time for Jouney2Journ ey is contingent upon when the Student and youth sponsor can meet.  
However, the must be fully in accordance with the United Methodist Churchôs ñSafe-Gatheringò policies. 

If you would like more informati on regarding the youth ministry, please contact the Minister with youth,  Jay 
Stewart, by email at jay@firstumclincoln.org  or by phone (402) 466-1906. 
 

  

mailto:jay@firstumclincoln.org
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CHURCH MINISTRIES 

¶ Hunger Committee  and Human Needs Ministries  - Food Bank Drive, Matt Talbot Volunteers, 
Good Neighbor Center Volunteers, Annual Souperbowl Sunday for Hunger, Bread for the World Events 
 

¶ Food Ministry  - Community meals are provided each Sunday night after worship, for our tutoring 
ministry, and for Wednesday night youth group.  These meals largely minister to underprivileged  and 
lower-income families.  Any assistance is always appreciated! 

o Contact Coleen Seng to help with the tutoring program/meals; Brent Shaw to help with Sunday 
Night Meals, or Jay Stewart to help with meals for youth group.  

o Funeral luncheons are provided after every funeral.  Contact Ad Morrissey (402)483 -6889 or 
Connie Geist (402)4 89-1300 to help with this ministry.  
 

¶ Prayer Ministries  
o Barb Thompson runs our email prayer list.  Contact her at 402-466-1906 with prayer requests or 

praises, or to be added to the email list so you can pray for others. 
o To continue our prayer focus, beginning the first Sunday of Lent, March 9, from 11:55 a.m. to 12:15 

p.m. (following second service worship) Pastor Sondra will be available every Sunday to pray with 
and for members, friends, or any circumstance that needs attention.  Often our worship services 
have much to focus on and this will allow for those who need a time of specific, prayer-focused 
ministry.  
 

¶ Music Ministry  - Music helps connect us with God 
in worship!  Music opportunities include:  
o Childrenôs Choirs, Adult Choir, Chamber 

Chorale, Sanctuary Brass, Sanctuary Flutes, 
Contemporary Music, Early Service Choir, 
Cantor Ministry, instrumentalists, Celebration 
Ringers Hand Bell Choir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rehearsal schedule highlights  

¶ Adult choir  ï Wednesday from 7:00  to 8 p.m. 

¶ Childrenôs Choirs ï Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 

¶ Gloria Dei Ch am ber Chorale  ï Wednesday, 8:00  to 8:30  p.m. 

¶ Celebration Ringers  ï Tuesdays from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

Contact Brent Shaw, Minister of Music, with questions at 402-466-1906.  
 

 
  



11 

MORE ABOUT OUR CHURCH 

Church Government  
Our church is led by our wonderful pastor Rev. Larry Moffet, appointed by our Bishop, Rev. Scott Jones.  Larry 
is assisted by Minister of Music and Evangelism Brent Shaw, and Minister with  Youth, Children  and Families 
Jay Stewart, and Director of Community Ministries Coleen Seng. 

Three main bodies assist the pastor as needed with connecting the church lay members with each other;  these 
includ e the Trustees Committee, Church Council, and Stewardship and Finance Committee. 

How can I become a member?  
Any baptized Christian can become a member of First Church by profession of faith or transfer from another 
congregation.  There exist categories of membership for those that wish to connect with our congregation but 
also remain a member of a home congregation. 

DIVERSITY  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - Statement of Inclusion (Adopted 1985): 

Membership is inclusive of all persons regardless of education, ability, 
economic status, gender, race, ethnic group, age, sexual orientation [or immigration status]. 

Baptism  is available to all people of all ages.  Contact the church office at 402-466-1906 for more information.  

Scrip  works just like gift cards, but when you purchase them, a percentage goes to support our youth ministry 
program!  Scrip gift cards are available for Hy-Vee, Super Saver, Russôs Market, Valentinoôs, Applebeeôs, and 
Marcus Theatres.  Contact Susan Nagle with questions at 402-440-2835. 

Confirmation  - ñThrough confirmation, and through the reaffirmation of our faith, we renew the covenant 
declared at our baptism, acknowledge what God is doing for us, and affirm our commitment to Christôs holy 
Church.ò ïpg. 87, United Methodist Book of Worship  

Confirmation classes are scheduled every few years for youth and adults in consultation with the pastor and 
youth director.  Contact Jay Stewart in the church office for information.  

Community and Homeb ound Outreach  - Coleen Seng coordinates visiting those who are homebound and 
the human needs ministry.   Rev. Sondra Atkins is our volunteer minister to the homebound.  Each Thursday 
she visits anyone who requests a visit, needs prayer, or would like to be served communion for  those unable to 
attend church.  If you  know of anyone who would like a visit, please call the church office for information at 
402-466-1906. 

¶ WIC  ï Women in Crisis ï a governmental assistance program that meets at the church (some church 
members have been involved at various points). 

¶ Community Market  

¶ UPCO  - University Place Community Organization  

¶ Boy Scout Troup  #456  

¶ Tutoring Progr am /Guidance to Success  ï contact Coleen Seng at 402-466-1906 with questions 
about this ministry.  

Special Services throughout the year  

¶ Ash Wednesday, Holy Week services including Hol y Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
All Saintsô Sunday, Christmas Eve 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast  - The church always has a table at the prayer breakfast.  The 
next one is January 17, 2014.  Let the church office know if you would like to be included. 

Peacemaking W or kshop  is an annual interfaith/ecumenical event focusing on different topics.  The 2014 
event will be March 30 from 1:30 to  5:30 p.m. with special guest John Philip Newell.  Mr. Newell is a poet, 
peacemaker, minister and scholar, internationally acclaimed for his work in the field of Celtic spirituality.  

LOVE 



 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
An Open-Spirited Community of Faith & Action 

2723 North 50th StreetðLincoln, Nebraska  68504-2765 

www.firstumclincoln.org  
 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

You Are Always Welcome! 
Sunday Worship  

8:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday School  
9:30ð10:30 a.m. 
Office Hours  

MondayðFriday, 8:30 a.m.ð5:00 p.m. 
Larry Moffet, Pastor  

Officeð402-466-1906, cell/text: 402 -770-7355 
larry@firstumclincoln.org  

Coleen SengðDir. Community Ministries  
coleen@firstumclincoln .org 

Brent ShawðMinister of Music  
brent@firstumclincoln.org  

Ashley UnterseherðAssistant to Minister of Music  
Oscar Harriott ðDirector Inspirational Singers  

Jay StewartðMinister w/Youth, Children & Families  
jay@firstumclincoln.org  

Carol Ann ClarkðOffice Manager 
carolannc@firstumclincoln.org  
Laura SheldonðOffice Assistant 

laura@firstumclincoln.org  
Bill HauptðEvening Custodian 

Tim Van MeverenðSunday Custodian 
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